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Overall, the policies in Section 7 respect the legislative framework for environmental planning, seeking 

to align with the objectives of municipalities and other partners for building sustainable communities 

(TRCA, 2014). The policies also reflect the unique characteristics of TRCA’s watersheds and are informed

by an integrated approach to watershed management. 

Under Section 7.3.1.2, of the LCP, it is the policy of the TRCA:

a) That natural features and areas include: valley and stream corridors; wetlands; fish habitat, 

woodlands, wildlife habitat, habitat of endangered and threatened species, Species of Concern,

Areas of Natural and Scientific nnterest AANSns), eey natural heritage features as per Provincial 

plans, Environmentally Significant Areas AESAs).

b) That all natural features and areas within the Natural System be protected from development, 

site alteration, and infrastructure in accordance with the Natural System policies in 7.3.1.

c) That any natural feature or area isolated from the Natural System Ae.g., tableland woodlands, 

tableland wetlands, headwater drainage features), be assessed in accordance with federal,

provincial and municipal requirements, and TRCA standards, to determine the need to protect 

the natural feature or area and its functions, and any potential connection to the Natural 

System.

d) To not support modifications to natural features and areas to accommodate or facilitate 

development except in accordance with this document, and in particular the policies in Section 

7.4 AEnvironmental Management) and Sections 8.4 to 8.13 ARegulation).

Under Section 7.3.1.3 Natural Hazards of the LCP, it is the policy of the TRCA:

a) To implement the delegated responsibility to represent the “Provincial nnterest” on natural 

hazards in the review of policy documents and development proposals processed under the 

Planning Act to ensure consistency with Section 3.1, Natural Hazards, of the PPS.

b) That development and site alteration be directed to areas outside hazardous lands (flood hazard, 

erosion hazard, dynamic beach hazard) and hazardous sites (unstable soils, unstable bedrock), 

except as may be permitted by the policies under sections 7.4 and 7.5 and 8.4 to 8.13.

c) That the limit and extent of hazardous lands and hazards sites be determined in a manner 

consistent with Provincial standards and TRCA standards and in accordance with policies in

Section 7.4.3 of the LCP. Such limits will be based on the natural state of the area without the use 

of mitigation or remediation works, unless the proposed works are consistent with the 

recommendations of an approved environmental assessment or comprehensive environmental 

study for the area, approved by the TRCA.

d) That as components of the Natural System, a buffer be applied to the limit of hazardous lands 

and hazardous sites, in accordance with Section 7.3.1.4. This buffer shall include the applicable 

erosion access allowances.
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e) That TRCA will work with member municipalities to provide and update mapping of hazardous 

lands and hazardous sites and recommend to municipalities that these lands be designated and 

zoned appropriately in municipal planning documents.

f) That no new lots be created within hazardous lands and hazardous sites, except for dedication to 

a public agency for protection purposes.

g) That development, and site alteration not be permitted in areas that would be rendered 

inaccessible to people and vehicles due to hazardous lands and hazardous sites, unless the site 

has safe access appropriate for the nature of the development and the natural hazard.

h) That development and site alteration not be permitted in hazardous lands and hazardous sites 

where the use is: 

i. An institutional use including hospitals, long-term care homes, retirement homes, pre-

schools, school nurseries, day cares and schools; 

ii. An essential emergency service such as that provided by fire, police, and ambulance 

stations, and electrical substations; or 

iii. Uses associated with the disposal, manufacture, treatment, or storage of hazardous 

substances. 

As per Section 7.3.1.4 of the LCP, with regards to providing buffers to Valley or Stream Corridors, 

Wetlands, Woodlands and the Regional flood plain, it is policy of the TRCA: 

a) That all areas of potential natural cover be protected for restoration and enhancement, in

accordance with the Natural System policies in 7.3.1.

b) That when any of the following apply: 

i. potential natural cover cannot be protected as described in policy 7.3.1.4 a); or 

ii. there exists an isolated natural feature and/or a natural hazard that warrants protection 

but it is not captured, or not entirely captured, by 7.3.1 e) i) and ii), the limit of the Natural 

System be determined by the greater of the outer limits of the natural feature and/or 

natural hazard to development or site alteration, as follows: 

 Valley or Stream Corridors – a 10-metre buffer from the greater of the long term

stable top of slope/bank, stable toe of slope, Regulatory flood plain, meander 

belt, and any contiguous natural features or areas; 

 Woodlands  a 10 m buffer from the dripline and any contiguous natural 

features or areas; 

 Wetlands – a 30-metre buffer from provincially significant wetlands and a 10-

metre buffer for all other wetlands and any contiguous natural features or 

areas.
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The City’s OP designates tablelands of the Study Area as “Urban Residential Areas (Medium Density 

Areas)”, which identify these lands as potential areas for site alteration and development. Conversely,

the riparian corridor of the West Duffins Creek is designated and therefore protected as “Natural Areas 

of the Open Space System” under Schedule I of the City’s OP (2018).  Schedules outlining designations of 

the City’s OP (2018) for the Study Area are provided in Appendix A.

Urban Residential Areas identify potential areas for development within the Study Area. Policies 

regarding this designation are discussed in Section 3.9 of the City’s OP (2018); these lands are used 

“primarily for housing and related uses, include home occupations and group homes.” Low, medium and

high densities are assigned to each area under this designation. Under Table 9 of the City’s OP (2018),

Medium Density Areas for which the Study Area is located can include a net residential density of over 

30 and up to and including 80 dwellings per net hectare.

Riparian corridor areas designated as part of the Natural Areas of the Open Space System are protected 

and intended to be conserved or restored, and used for environmental education and recreation (2018).

As per Chapter 3 of the City’s OP, the Open Space System includes a variety of Key Natural Heritage and 

Key Hydrologic Features, such as “the Rouge-Duffins Wildlife Corridor, the Lake Iroquois shoreline, 

significant habitat of endangered species, threatened species and special concern species, the City’s 

significant valleylands and stream corridors, shorelines, areas of natural and scientific interest, wetlands, 

significant woodlands, and significant wildlife and fish habitat.” As per Section 3.5 of the City’s OP 

(2018), City Council:

a) “shall recognize as Open Space System on Schedule n, a connected and integrated natural 

heritage system of significant valleylands and stream corridors; shorelines; areas of natural and 

scientific interest; wetlands; significant woodlands; major parks, recreational and conservation 

areas; marina areas, and other major blocks of land comprising natural core areas, corridors; 

Natural Core Areas and Natural Linkage Areas on the Oak Ridges Moraine; and the Seaton 

Natural Heritage System within the Central Pickering Development Plan; and 

c) shall recognize that the Open Space System includes Key Natural Heritage and Key Hydrologic 

Features which have related minimum areas of influence and minimum vegetation protection 

zones.” 

 Natural Areas of the Open Space System under Schedule I of the City’s OP (2018) are further identified 

as part of the City’s “Natural Heritage System (NHS)” under Schedule IIIA (The Natural Heritage System)

(Appendix A). Key Natural Heritage and Hydrologically Sensitive Features which form the basis for the 

City’s NHS are shown on Schedules IIB, IIC and IIID (Appendix A). Within the NHS, forest communities 

associated with the riparian corridor of West Duffins Creek are considered “Significant Woodlands”

under Schedule IIIB (Key Natural Features). In addition, ravine areas of the West Duffins Creek riparian 

corridor are designated as “Shoreline, Significant Valleylands and Stream Corridors (Hazard Lands)”

under Scheduled IIIC (Key Natural Features/Key Hydrologic Features).As per Table 3 of the City’s OP 

(2018), permissible uses within Natural Areas include “conservation, environmental protection,
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restoration, education, passive recreation, and similar uses” as well as “Stormwater management 

facilities and related works outside Key Natural Heritage and/or Key Hydrologic Features including any 

associated minimum vegetation protection zone, except for outfalls and related Low Impact 

Development (LID) works which may be in Key Natural Heritage and/or Key Hydrologic Features.” 
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consist of Dry-Fresh Deciduous Shrub Thicket (THDM2). The approximate boundaries of wetland

communities identified within the Study Area are consistent with findings reported in the 2011 ESPU 

and 2012 EIS Update Letter. 

Forest communities to the south along the ridge of the West Duffins Creek valleylands are comprised of 

Fresh-Moist Sugar Maple Deciduous Forest (FODM6); this community transitions to southern-laying 

Fresh-Moist White Cedar Coniferous Forest (FOCM4-1) and Dry-Fresh White Cedar Coniferous 

Woodland (WOCM1-4) communities within the ravine bottomlands. As indicated by TRCA open 

data(2000) and field reconnaissance confirmation, White Cedar Woodlands (WOCM1-4) also exist south 

of the West Duffins Creek. 

Cultural vegetation communities dominated the Study Area in the north and northwest. Single-family 

residential subdivisions (CVR_3) are the dominant land use present within the Study Area. Additional

community areas (Commercial and Institutional – Pickering Islamic Centre; CVC) and parkland (CGL_2; 

Brock Ridge Community Park) exist to the north and west. Cultural areas within the Study Area are 

connected by Brock Road (Transportation; CVI_1) which bisects the Study Area from north to south.

Table 4 outlines the communities documented during the 2019 ELC surveys and summarizes dominant 

vegetation cover. Photos of vegetation communities are provided in Appendix E. A compiled list of 

plant species observed on site from all surveys is provided in Appendix F. 
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The boundary of unevaluated wetlands as defined in the 2012 ESPU are mapped within Figure 4.

Potential impacts to wetland communities within the Study Area as a result of the proposed

developmentare discussed further in Section 7.0.
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Candidate SWH identified as a result of the background review and field investigations are mapped

within Figure 4. Potential impacts to wildlife habitat are discussed in Section 7.1.4.
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Reflective glare from windows should be reduced by:

 Designing exterior glass walls at an angle; 

 Installing internal screens behind exterior glass walls; and 

 Including awnings, overhangs, and sun screens above windowed-walls.

To reduce light pollution by:

 Installing external decorative lighting that projects light downward; and

 Modify building operations to reduce the use of lighting after hours of primary use.

In addition, stewardship packages for residents and owner/operators of new buildings regarding bird-

friendly operations should be distributed; packages should identify the significant and sensitivity of the 

natural environment the Study Area (specifically for Major-Spink Environmentally Significant Area).

Specific design requirements meeting criteria of the guidelines will be chosen during the Detailed Design

phase.
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Monitoring Plan is recommended during construction to monitor impacts on the natural environment 

and to ensure mitigation measures are implemented.



































Appendix 2 











4 – NHIC = MNRF Natural Heritage Information Centre, MNRF SAR in Area = MNRF Species at Risk in Ontario List by area of the province; MNRF Reg. Habitat = MNRF Regulated Habitat (O. Reg. 242/08); MNRF Consult. = MNR Consultation, OBBA = Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas, MWH
Digital Distribution Maps of the Mammals of the Western Hemisphere, version 3.0, OHA = Ontario Herpetofaunal Atlas, OOA = Ontario Odonata Atlas; OBA = Ontario Butterfly Atlas; CBC = Christmas Bird Count;

5 – MNRF Significant Wildlife Technical Guide - Appendix G (2000).
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Breeding Bird Results 

A total of ten species of birds were recorded breeding and another three species were recorded foraging
on the subject property during the 2019 season (Attachment B). Most of the breeding birds recorded 
were commonly encountered generalist species regularly found in urban and urbanizing areas including 
Song Sparrow (Melodia melodpiza), Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum), Common Grackle 
(Quiscalus quiscula), American Goldfinch (Spinus tristus), Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura), Black-
capped Chikadee (Poecile atricapillus), Common Yellowthroat (Geothlyphis trichas), Blue Jay 
(Cyanocitta cristata) and Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus). During the field investigations,
foraging species observed included American Robin (Turdus migratorius), European Starling (Sturnus 
vulgaris), and Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis).

No species ranked as S1 through S3 (Critically Imperiled through Vulnerable) by the province, or 
species protected under the ESA were encountered. Area-sensitive birds require larger tracts of 
suitable habitat in which to breed, or have higher breeding success in larger areas of suitable habitat.
No birds considered to be area-sensitive were recorded during the 2019 breeding season. 

Species of conservation concern within the TRCA jurisdiction receive a ranking of L1 to L3. No bird
species of conservation concern were recorded for the subject property during surveys. The bird species 
observed are ranked by TRCA as L4, L5 or L+ reflective of species that occur and are generally secure 
throughout the region or are somewhat tolerant of urban stressors. L4 species are defined as those that 
occur throughout the region but could show declines if urban impacts are not mitigated effectively.

We trust that this technical letter report meets your project needs at this time. Should you have any 
question or points of discussion regarding the above, please don’t hesitate to contact us anytime.

Prepared by:
Beacon Environmental

Reviewed by:
Beacon Environmental

Lauren Cymbaly, M.E.S.
Ecologist 

Kristi L. Quinn, B.E.S 
Principal, Senior Environmental Planner 
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A t t a c h m e n t B

Page B-2

KEY  
a COSEWIC = Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife 
in Canada     
a Species at Risk in Ontario List (as applies to ESA) as designated by COSSARO (Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in 
Ontario) 

END = Endangered, THR = Threatened, SC = Special Concern 

b SRANK (from Natural Heritage Information Centre) for breeding status if: 
 S1 (Critically Imperiled), S2 (Imperiled),S3 (Vulnerable), S4 (Apparently Secure), 
S5 (Secure)  
SNA (Not applicable…'because the species is not a suitable target for conservation activities'; includes non-
native species) 

      
c Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (OMNR). 2000. Significant Wildlife Habitat Technical Guide (Appendix G). 151 p plus 
appendices. 

 
d Toronto and Region Conservation Authority L rank 
(2018):  
 L1  to L3 Regional species of concern from highest to lowest; L4 Urban concern; L5 Secure through region; L+ 
Non-native 
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Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry

P.O. Box 7000, 300 Water Street
Peterborough ON K9J 8M5

Ministère des Richesses
naturelles et des Forêts

C.P. 7000, 300, rue Water
Peterborough ON K9J 8M5

The enclosed B Report documents the results of the Butternut health
assessment that was conducted by the designated Butternut Health Assessor (BHA) identified in
the top section of the report. If there are other Butternut trees (of any size or age) at the site that
may be affected by the activity and they are not identified in the enclosed BHA Report, they too
must be assessed by a designated BHA.

Butternut is listed as an endangered species on the Species at Risk in Ontario List, and as such, it
is protected under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA) from being killed, harmed, or removed.
If you are planning to undertake an activity that may affect Butternut, you may be eligible to follow
the requirements set out in section 23.7 of Ontario Regulation 242/08 under the ESA, or you may
need to seek an authorization under the ESA (e.g., a permit).

Please visit e-laws at the link provided below for the legal requirements of eligible activities under
section 23.7 of Ontario Regulation 242/08 and conditions that must be fulfilled. Information about
Butternut is also available at: http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/butternut-trees-your-
property.

If you are eligible to kill, harm or take Butternut under section 23.7 of the regulation, your first step is
to submit the BHA Report and the original data forms enclosed in this package to the local Ministry
of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) District Manager.  Note that MNRF cannot accept
photocopies or scanned electronic copies of the data forms.

Note regarding changes:

If the enclosed BHA Report does not identify which Butternut tree(s) are proposed to be killed,
harmed, or
if the information in the last two columns of Table 1 has changed since the date this BHA Report
was produced, do not make any edits to the BHA Report. Instead, please attach a cover letter
that identifies which Butternut tree(s) are proposed to be killed, harmed, or taken (by referencing the
tree identification numbers) when you submit the enclosed BHA Report to the local MNRF District
Manager.

The BHA Report must be submitted at least 30 days prior to registering an eligible activity to kill,
harm, or remove a Butternut tree.  During this 30 day period, no Butternut trees (of any category)
may be killed, harmed, or removed, and MNRF may contact you for an opportunity to examine the
trees. If MNRF chooses to examine the trees, a representative of MNRF will contact you using the
information you supplied when you submitted the BHA Report.
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If you are eligible to follow the rules in regulation under section 23.7, you may register your activity
Notice of Butternut Impact MNRF Registry after the 30 day period has

elapsed.

If you are not eligible to follow the rules in regulation under section 23.7, please contact the local
MNRF district office to determine whether you will need to seek an authorization (e.g., a permit).  A
link to the directory of MNRF offices is provided below.

Note that municipal by-laws and legislation other than the ESA may also be applicable to the
removal or harming of trees.

Please retain this information and a copy of the BHA Report (including copies of all data forms) for
your records, along with any other documentation you may receive from MNRF should an
examination of the trees occur. If you have any questions, please contact your local MNRF district
office.

Links:

Endangered Species Act, 2007:
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws statutes 07e06 e.htm

Ontario Regulation 242/08 (refer to section 23.7):
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/regs/english/elaws regs 080242 e.htm

MNRF Office Locations:
https://www.ontario.ca/government/ministry-natural-resources-and-forestry-regional-and-district-
offices
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This concludes the summary of the BHA Report.  A complete BHA Report must also include:
1. All original (hard copy) data forms (i.e., all completed sets of Form 1 and Form 2), and
2. Electronic and printed copies of the Excel data analysis spreadsheet.
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